Be Content
Hebrews 13:4-6
Introduction:
We move in this passage from the heavenly family to the earthly family.
Shall we be politically correct or biblically correct?

Shall we serve God or money?

Shall we seek to please ourselves or God?

I.  Be Content in Your Marriage – 13:4

A. The Command - Τίμιος ὁ γάμος - “Honorable the marriage”
We are speaking to people where they are right now.
Even if these directives have not been followed completely, today is the day to start.
We Start with a Question:

A Statement: Marriage is honorable.
or 

A Command: Let Marriage be honorable.
1. Let Marriage be honorable.

a. Define Marriage
(1) A man and a woman - heterosexual not homosexual

It was Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve.
They were told to multiply; homosexuals can’t multiply they can’t even add. 
(2) One Man – one woman - Monogamy not polygamy

 (3) Always before God - Religious not civil
Marriage is what God says it is.

b. Defend Marriage
Are you single? 
Marriage is still honorable.

Are you widowed? 
Marriage is still honorable.
Are you divorced? 
Marriage is still honorable.

Are you remarried? 
Marriage is still honorable.
Are you young or old or somewhere in between? 
Marriage is still honorable.

God invented it, designed it, commends it.

Don’t you dare attack it, deny it, defy it.
2. Let the Marriage Bed be Undefiled.

a. Before Marriage
· Mold them for marriage
Teach them:

Not to be selfish
To be Patient

To be pure

· Model marriage for them
b. After Marriage
(1) Have a commitment to your marriage 

· Work together to make it work.

· Remember your vows

Better or worse
Richer or poorer

In sickness and in health

 (2) A commitment to your mate

I commit myself to my wife.

I commit myself to her future:
Development

Happiness

Satisfaction 

Needs
I adjust my life-style to fit hers. (Sometimes against my own desires).
B. Reason 


I should do this:
Because I love her.

Because it is the right thing to do.

Because the Bible tells me to.

But if I don’t do it for those reasons, the writer gives me a further reason. 

1. God Judges Justly.

a. God will judge fornicators – πόρνους – sexual immorality - a wide range of sexual irregularities.
· Unions prohibited by the Law

· Pornography

· Pre-marital sexual activity

· Homo-sexual practices

· Beastiality

b. God will judge adulterers – μοιχος – one of the participants is married to someone else.

2. God Judges Harshly

a. Here and Now

A good example is David and his sin with Bathsheba.
The results can be:
Spiritual - dry up spiritually; guilt

Emotional- Self-loathing

Physical- disease

b. Then and There

I Corinthians 6:9-10 

“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. ﻿﻿Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor ﻿﻿homosexuals, nor ﻿﻿sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God”.
Ephesians 5:5

“For ﻿﻿this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any ﻿﻿inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 
II. Be Content In Your Manner of Life – 13:5-6

A. The Command – 13:5a

1. Let your Manner of life be Without Coveteousness - Ἀ φιλά     άργυρος
A lover of money - root of all evil.
The things money can buy.
Love of things is universal, whether you have much or little.

Rich can be miserable, the poor can be content.
What I buy should be what I need.

What I buy should be what I have prayed about.

2. Be Content with Such Things as you have.

Don’t hoard it – then you will trust in your money.
Spend it for the Lord.
David said, “We live in fine houses and God lives in a tent.”

What you send on ahead will be all you have when you get there.

B. The Reason – 13:5b-6

1. The Lord is with You. – 13:5b

οὐ  μή  οὐδʼ  οὐ  μή
 I will 

1. never, 2. ever. 3. ever, 4. ever, 5. ever…
leave you, or forsake you.
Me and God, that’s a majority!
2. The Lord is your Helper – 13:6

He is not only there, He is your helper.

So, why should I fear?

What can man do to me?

The answer is in Romans 8:31
If God is for us, who can be against us?
I have the Lord, that’s enough, that’s enough, that’s enough!

Conclusion:

Be content in your marriage

Be content with your money.

1. I need no one or no thing outside my marriage to make my marriage complete.
2. I need no more than God has given or will give me to make my life complete and I will use what He has given me as He directs me.

Choose you this day – Blessing or Judgment

